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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY  

POLICY MEETING MINUTES  

JULY 29, 2026  

10:00AM 

Team members present included: Catherine Carson, Steve Muntean, Angelica Salinas, Emily Katzman, Elizabeth 
Hinchman, Laraine Martin and Sarah Newman. Minutes are prepared via AI with formatting edits for ADA 
compliance by Sarah Newman.  

Key Topics Discussed: 

1. LOCAL UPDATES  

• IGA draft is with City and County attorneys (Dan and Lynaia); YVHA staff still needs opportunity to review before 

finalizing. 

• STR Ad Hoc committee to review Whitehaven MHP infrastructure request on August 31 for about ~$3.9M (water, 

sewer, and electrical). 

• No major updates on open positions at City planning department; hiring for open role fell through because 

candidate declined relocation. 

• Budget season starting; 2027 funding requests underway. 

• Bond cap swap proposed to County; 2023 allocation to Hillside Village project will expire at the end of this year. 

2. STRATEGIC PLAN 

• Agreement to hold off on major strategic plan updates until after board retreat. 

• Work plan tactics will be refreshed now; goals/strategies stay the same. 

• Future topics flagged: health equity codification, Aspen County-style rent calculations, employer-sponsored 

housing policy (no formal position yet), possible Cottonwoods unit reserved for future ED transition. 

3. FEDERAL LEGISLATION (21ST CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING ACT) 

• Limits on private equity ownership of single-family homes. 
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• New infrastructure funding likely for affordable housing (relevant to Slate Creek/Stockbridge). 

• USDA rental assistance may be decoupled from Section 515 loans (significant for Hillside). 

• NEPA environmental review exemption possible for infill/existing building projects (relevant to Hillside, referencing 

Whitehaven's costly 18-month NEPA process).  

• PRICE program (mobile home repair/rehab) likely being reauthorized; opportunity for Fish Creek and county-wide 

mobile home upgrades; partnership potential with Northwest COG. 

4. CITY’S HOME BASE DEED RESTRICTION PROGRAM 

• 2 active transactions, 15–20 in pipeline; strong uptake including Old Town. 

• $3M allocated in pilot; capacity depends on award size ($150K–$250K range). 

5. STATE LEGISLATIVE PREP (2027 SESSION) 

• New governor/legislature expected to bring progressive housing bills. 

• Priorities to track: Mobile Home Protection Act strengthening, private equity restrictions, local rent control 

authority. 

• Plan to meet with Sen. Roberts and Rep. Lukens in September; align with City (Kelly) beforehand. 

• CCI/CCAT legislative meetings ongoing; hosting CCAT conference this week in Steamboat. 

• November ballot measures (tax/road funding) will shape 2027 legislative priorities. 

6. BLOG/COMMUNICATIONS 

• First YVHA blog post drafted (legislative wins: Mobile Home Protection Act, Prop 123 expansion to 120% AMI and 

increased maximum DTI for DPA); publishing soon via newsletter/social/partner channels. 

7. CHILD CARE & HOUSING ALIGNMENT 

• Concern about housing and child care competing for same resources/funding. 
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• Only 4 in-home childcare centers remain in Steamboat (down from ~17). 

• Discussion of subsidizing capital costs (via bonding/mill levy) vs. operational costs (main gap). 

• Agreement to explore childcare space integration in future projects (e.g., Hilltop) and align with Thrive by Five 

committee. 

8. OTHER 

• Aspen Lumberyard affordable housing site visit planned for August 27; Steve will report back on capital 

stack/subsidy model. 

• Fraser/Winter Park child care + housing model cited as possible reference for Stockbridge. 

• Housing Navigator award ceremony today; Meg, Executive Director of First Impressions, receiving award. 
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