
PREFERENCES 

DOH has established local preferences, and gives priority to serving families that meet these 

criteria. Families will be given one preference point for each of the categories below for which 

they qualify and can verify. 

1. Households that include someone experiencing homelessness 
 DOH will use the definition for literally homeless- temporarily staying 

with family/friends is NOT homelessness.  

  Sleeping in a place not designed for or used as a regular sleeping 

accommodation, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, 

airport, camping ground, etc.  

 Living in a shelter designed to provide temporary living arrangements 

(including emergency shelter, congregate shelters, transitional housing, hotels and 

motels paid for by charitable organizations or by government programs)  

 Exiting an institution where they:  

o resided for ≤ 90 days 

 AND 

o were residing in an emergency shelter or place not meant for 

human habitation immediately prior to entering the institution  

 

2. Households that include a person who is a person with a disability  

 "Any person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits 

one or more major life activities; has a record of such impairment; or is regarded 

as having such an impairment."  

 

3. Households that include victims of domestic violence (currently 

experiencing domestic violence resulting in a need for housing).  

  Domestic violence means an act or threatened act of violence upon a person with 

whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate relationship. Domestic 

violence also includes any other crime against a person or against property or any 

municipal ordinance violation against a person or against property, when used as 

a method of coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge directed 

against a person with whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate 

relationship.  

 

 Colorado law defines "Intimate relationship" as the following:   

 

Intimate relationship means a relationship between spouses, former 

spouses, past or present unmarried couples, or persons who are both 

the parents of the same child regardless of whether the persons have 

been married or have lived together at any time. 

 



4. Non-Elderly Disabled households transitioning from nursing homes and 

other approved institutional settings into independent, community-

based living.  

 Institutional settings include mental health institutes, nursing homes, and 

institutions for individuals with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. 

 


