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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY  

COMMUNICATIONS MEETING MINUTES  

TUESDAY JULY 18, 2024 

Team members present included: Roger Ashton, Jim Beers, Cecilia Escobar, Robin Schepper, Kristy Marshall, Emily 
Katzman, Araceli Googins, Alyssa Cartmill, Jason Peasley, and Lisa Fleming from Post House. Minutes prepared via 
AI with formatting edits by Kristy Marshall with formatting edits for ADA compliance by Sarah Newman.  

Key Topics Discussed: 

BRANDING CONCEPTS FOR THE COTTONWOODS AT MID VALLEY  

• Lisa from Post House presented five branding concepts for The Cottonwoods at Mid Valley: 

o Stamp of Approval: Features a graphic take on the narrow leaf cottonwood in a circular stamp design. 

o The Nest: Based on the Bullock's oriole, which builds nests in cottonwood trees. 

o Three of a Kind: Simple icon using three narrow cottonwood leaves. 

o Made You Look: Uses letters to create the brand with an embedded icon. 

o Hidden Star: Inspired by the star shape revealed when cutting a cottonwood branch. 

• The team provided feedback on each concept: 

o General preference for concepts 2 (The Nest) and 5 (Hidden Star). 

o Concerns about concept 5 looking too similar to the Texas Lone Star. 

o Appreciation for the research behind each concept. 

o Discussion on the importance of icons for various uses (signage, marketing materials). 

o Font preferences, with concept 2's font being the most favored. 

• Action Items: 

o Team to provide more detailed feedback to Lisa by Monday morning. 
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o Lisa to refine concepts based on feedback, potentially focusing on concepts 2 and 5. 

2. COMMUNITY SURVEY UPDATE 

• Survey closed on Friday. 

• Hand tabulation required due to open-ended responses. 

• Goal to create a PowerPoint presentation and press release by next week. 

• Findings to be shared with the city and Community Builders. 

• Challenges noted in educating the public about YVHA's efforts. 

• Action Items: 

o Complete survey analysis and prepare presentation. 

o Draft press release with comments from Jason and Leah. 

3. MID VALLEY DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

• Presentation for the August 2 board meeting in progress. 

• Discussion on timeline for website development and marketing materials. 

• Emphasis on creating bilingual materials (English and Spanish). 

• Action Items: 

o Finalize presentation for August 2 meeting. 

o Reach out to Blair regarding website development timeline. 

o Schedule meeting to align real estate and communications team efforts. 

4. YVHA REBRANDING DISCUSSION 

• Team expressed interest in rebranding YVHA after seeing the Mid Valley branding presentation. 
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• Potential benefits discussed, including improved community perception and more cohesive marketing materials. 

ACTION ITEMS: 

• Discuss rebranding possibility in the future. 

• Consider including rebranding in future budget discussions. 

• Upcoming Meetings 

• July 30 - Communications team meeting (moved from August 1) 

• August 2 - Joint meeting with real estate team 

• Follow-up Items: 

• 1. Compile and send detailed branding feedback to Lisa by Monday noon. 

• 2. Complete community survey analysis and prepare presentation. 

• 3. Develop timeline for Mid Valley website and marketing materials. 

• 4. Explore the possibility of YVHA rebranding. 

• The meeting demonstrated a collaborative approach to branding and communication strategies, with a focus on 

creating a strong identity for The Cottonwoods at Mid Valley development while also considering the broader 

implications for YVHA's public image. 


