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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY  

POLICY TEAM MEETING MINUTES  

DECEMBER 6, 2024 

Team members present included: Catherine Carson, Kate Nowak, Tim Corrigan, Emily Katzman, Araceli Googins, 
Jason Peasley. Minutes prepared via AI with formatting edits by Mandy Tomassetti and fact check by Emily Katzman 
with formatting edits for ADA compliance by Sarah Newman.  

Key Topics Discussed: 

1. COMMUNITY BUILDERS COUNCIL PRESENTATION:  

• Upcoming presentation on Tuesday regarding Brown Ranch development 

• Will include analysis of why the project didn't pass last year 

• Group expressed concern about rehashing past issues potentially creating negative energy 

• Jason and team will attend as invited guests for Q&A if needed 

2. MOBILE HOME PARK INFRASTRUCTURE & PROP 123 FUNDING 

• Current challenge: Prop 123 funding requires deed restrictions on individual units. YVHA is abstaining from 

applying to this grant program for Whitehaven and Fish Creek Mobile Home Park infrastructure projects because 

staff feels they cannot force homeowners to put a deed restriction on their mobile homes for improvements made 

to the park infrastructure.  

• This is a barrier to access grant funding for important projects to support naturally occurring affordable housing. To 

change the grant program would require legislative action.  

• Group debated alternative approaches to deed restrictions at mobile home parks: 

o Possibility of restrictions on second sales only 

o Land-based restrictions rather than unit-based 

o Concerns about impact on current residents' property values 
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• Team decided to schedule meeting with Representative Lukens and Senator Roberts to brainstorm potential 

solutions.  

• Team also discussed ongoing issues at West Acres Mobile Home Park (not owned by YVHA). Environmental 

concerns raised regarding asbestos in mobile homes following plane crash incident.  

• EPA has agreed to handle cleanup of contaminated units 

• YVHA can lend grant writing support if requested  

3. DISCOVERY LAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

• New application submitted for development including 137 affordable units 

• Discussion of YVHA’s potential role in reviewing affordability components of development proposal  

• Concerns raised about lack of specific affordability guarantees 

• Agreement to have informal discussion with County Planning department first before formal review 

• Challenge identified: Limited public engagement during planning staff review phase 

4. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (RTA) DEVELOPMENT 

• Moving forward rapidly toward November 2025 ballot measure 

• Likely to implement sales tax across participating entities 

• Participating entities include Oak Creek, Craig, Yampa, Hayden, Steamboat, and Routt County 

• Concerns raised about RTA being viewed as housing solution substitute rather than complementary to developing 

affordable housing in Steamboat Springs  

5. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS: 

• 1. Schedule January 8th policy meeting (tentative) 

• 2. Reach out to Representative Lukens and Senator Roberts regarding availability 
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• 3. Connect with Councilor McGinlay regarding EPA cleanup updates 

• 4. Schedule informal discussion with Routt County Planning Department regarding Discovery Land project 

• 5. Monitor Fort Collins rental registration program as potential future model 

6. FUTURE TOPICS & MEETINGS TO ADDRESS: 

• Review vacancy tax possibilities for housing authority 

• Evaluate deed restriction implementation strategies 

• Monitor McCluskey and Roberts bill progress regarding revenue streams 

• Consider staff capacity needs for rental registration program 

• Follow up on Mountain Rail developments 

• Next Meeting: Tentatively January 8 (TBD) 


