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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY  

POLICY MEETING MINUTES  

MAY 8, 2025  

11:00AM 

Team members present included: Catherine Carson, Angelica Salinas, Emily Katzman, Araceli Googins, and Robin 
Schepper. Minutes are prepared via AI with formatting edits for ADA compliance by Sarah Newman.  

Key Topics Discussed: 

1. UPDATES ON STEAMBOAT SPRINGS COMMUNITY AREA PLAN AND HOUSING INITIATIVES 

• City will release a draft Community Area Pan in coming weeks, focusing on quality of life issues 

• STR ad hoc committee received a grant solicitation from Milner Mobile Home park for review on May 14 

• Structure and qualification metrics for the STR rolling solicitations have not been finalized 

2. REGIONAL HOUSING UPDATES 

• South Routt conducted a housing needs assessment and survey 

• South Routt is hiring a regional housing navigator based in Oak Creek to be shared with Yampa 

• $250,000 in funding will support the position for at least two years 

• Yampa and Oak Creek considering forming their own joint housing authority similar to Hayden’s structure 

• Discussion about coordinating housing resources across Routt County given multiple housing navigators 

• Need to determine who will lead the regional Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) required by the Kirkmeyer bill 

• YVHA’s Housing Market & Demand Study is scheduled for release at the end of June 

• Section 8 housing vouchers for Grand County will open May 27-29 

• Routt County has approximately 20 Section 8 vouchers currently 

3. STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 
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• The YIGBY bill failed due to local government opposition regarding local control 

• Construction defect bill and insurance bill passed 

• Senate Bill 6 (Sponsored by Senator Roberts) - to reorganize treasury funds for more grant opportunities -- passed 

• Energy Impact Assistance Fund (EIAF) is potentially being discontinued after current funding round 

o Need to document how EIAF funds have benefited the region to advocate for continuation 

o Commissioner Salinas will reach out to municipalities to compile information on EIAF funding 

4. FEDERAL BUDGET IMPLICATIONS  

• Good news: USDA budget shows a slight increase rather than cuts 

• HUD budget being cut significantly 

o impacting housing choice vouchers 

o Community Development Block Grants being completely eliminated 

o Home Investment Partnerships Program funding at risk 

• Need to understand impact on Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program 

o Cuts to IRS staffing may affect administration of tax credit programs even if funding remains 

• Representative Neguse's office requested specific examples of how cuts will impact local communities 

5. STRATEGIC PLANNING AND POLICY REVIEW 

• Strategic plan needs to be reviewed before June board meeting 

• Emily has drafted updates but needs board member input 

o Summer would be a good opportunity to review and update internal policies 

o Language access policy needs to be codified 
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o Considering development of a 'healthy living policy' rather than health equity approach 

• Discussion of unhoused populations living in parking lots in mountain communities 

• Broomfield housing development article shows the need for multiple funding sources and subsidies 

6. ACTION ITEMS: 

• Emily Katzman 

o Send Commissioner Salinas information about which funds have been received from EIAF and how 

they've been used 

o Forward information about the Kirkmeyer bill for regional housing cooperation to Commissioner Salinas 

o Send draft strategic plan to Catherine for review 

o Talk to Elliot and Sandy about reviewing internal policies over the summer 

o Look into Broomfield article about housing development funding sources 

• Commissioner Salinas 

o Reach out to counties and municipalities (including Moffat County and Craig) to collect information on 

EIAF funding 

o Investigate how federal budget cuts might impact the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program  

o Ask Jason to talk to CHFA colleagues about implications of federal budget on LIHTC 

• Catherine 

o Review draft strategic plan from Emily and suggest changes if needed 

o Talk to Sandy about reviewing internal policies over the summer 


