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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY  

POLICY TEAM MEETING MINUTES  

JANUARY 29, 2025  

11:00AM 

Team members present included: Catherine Carson, Jessica Valand, Angelica Salinas, Jason Peasley, Emily 
Katzman, Sarah Newman. Minutes are prepared via AI with formatting edits for ADA compliance by Sarah Newman.  

Key Topics Discussed: 

1. HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

• Survey in final draft stage, estimated completion time 12-18 minutes 

• Offering drawing for five $100 gift card incentives for participation  

• Two data collection periods planned: 

o Phase 1: Mail survey to 4,000 selected households 

o Phase 2: Open links distributed through housing authority and community partners 

• Questions incorporate input from multiple stakeholders including Steamboat Springs, Routt County, and 

Craig.  

• Survey aims to gather data on housing preferences across different locations and AMI tiers 

2. CITY-YVHA PARTNERSHIP DISCUSSION 

• Context: City was historically hands-off on affordable housing for 15+ years until STR tax implementation 

and Brown Ranch 

• Current Situation: Need for improved collaboration between city and YVHA 

• Strategy Discussion: 

o Housing Authority has expertise and land resources; city has funding 

o Need to develop seamless partnership rather than operating in parallel 
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o Focus on combining resources for maximum impact 

o Potential areas for collaboration: infill development, Brown Ranch  

3. LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

• a) Modular Housing Bill 

o Concerns raised about: 

▪ Regional code variations and climate feasibility 

▪ Safety standards and inspection authority 

▪ Building department oversight  

o Counties seeking amendments rather than opposing entirely 

• b) “YIGBY” Bill (Housing Development on Faith and Educational Land) 

o Would allow development on faith-based and educational institution land 

o Key Concerns: 

▪ Definition of qualifying properties 

▪ Tax impacts 

▪ Local zoning control 

▪ Infrastructure burden 

▪ Fair housing practices 

o Mixed reactions from counties 

o Group generally supportive but sees need for amendments regarding: 

▪ Environmental protections 

▪ Affordability guarantees 
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▪ Quality standards 

▪ Fair housing requirements 

4. FEDERAL FUNDING UPDATES 

• Federal funding “freeze” could have impact on YVHA’s work. Concerns about potential impacts on: 

o Whitehaven Mobile Home Park water/sewer infrastructure grant ($1M) 

o HUD Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers 

o Hillside Village rental assistance 

5. ACTION ITEMS: 

• 1. Emily to distribute final draft of housing survey 

• 2. Staff to review factory building legislation 

• 3. Team to develop recommended amendments for YIGBY bill 

• 4. Continue monitoring federal funding situation 

• Next Meeting: February 26, 2025 

6. SUMMARY 

• This summary captures the essential discussions and decisions while maintaining the context and strategic 

importance of each topic. It organizes the information in a way that highlights both immediate action items and 

longer-term strategic considerations. 


