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YAMPA VALLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Policy Team Meeting 

May 22, 2024 
 
Team members present included: Catherine Carson, Tim Corrigan, Dakotah McGinlay, Jason 
Peasley, Emily Katzman, Araceli Googins, and Robin Schepper. Minutes prepared via AI with 
formatting edits by Kristy Marshall. 
 
 
Key Topics Discussed: 
 

1. Unified Development Code (UDC) for Routt County 
 

a) Workforce Housing Requirements: 
• Current proposal: 15% of units required, up to 120% AMI 
• Group consensus: Lower AMI target needed (average of 80% AMI suggested) 
• Recommendation to add "affordability" to the definition of workforce housing 
• Concern raised about ensuring long-term affordability, especially for for-sale 

units 
 

b) Process and Timeline: 
• Commission meeting on May 30 
• County Commissioners to review on June 11 
• Alan (county staff) currently revising language 
• Jason to contact Alan to propose changes before Planning Commission 

packet release (likely by Friday) 
 

c) Follow-up Actions: 
• Jason to contact Alan about proposed changes 
• If changes not incorporated, group to consider written feedback or public 

comment at Planning Commission meeting 
 

2. Strategic Planning for Yampa Valley Housing Authority (YVHA) 
 

a) Goals and Strategies: 
• Be an expert in Western Slope housing policy 
• Lead regional housing policies and partnerships 
• Refine and adapt internal policies 

 
b) Additional Considerations: 

• Need to improve messaging of new legislation to internal teams and 
community 

• Suggestion to include a language justice policy 
 

c) Follow-up Actions: 
• Jason to check with George about annual LLC meetings requirement 
• Review financials for YVHA properties (part of asset management) 
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3. City of Steamboat Springs Housing Initiatives 
 

a) Short-Term Rental (STR) Tax Allocation: 
• Concerns about allocation of funds away from Brown Ranch project 
• City considering various projects, including CDOT project 

 
b) Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Program: 

• Suggestion for city to join state ADU program for grant funding 
• YVHA hesitant to lead due to capacity constraints 

 
c) City Council Meeting Report: 

• Discussion of variance requests for single-family home construction 
• Potential regional park purchase (discussed in executive session) 

 
Areas of Agreement: 

• Need to lower AMI target for workforce housing in UDC 
• Importance of ensuring long-term affordability in housing programs 
• YVHA's strategic focus on policy expertise and partnerships 

 
Areas of Conflict/Concern: 

• Allocation of STR tax funds by the city 
• City's approach to housing initiatives and fiscal management 
• Capacity of YVHA to assist with city-led housing programs 

 
Future Topics to Address: 

• Finalize YVHA strategic plan at May 31 meeting 
• Monitor and provide input on city's RFQ process for Brown Ranch solutions 
• Continue refining UDC language and requirements 

 
The meeting highlighted the complex interplay between county and city housing initiatives, with 
YVHA playing a crucial role in policy development and advocacy. The group demonstrated a strong 
focus on ensuring affordable housing options while navigating political and bureaucratic challenges. 
 
Articles Regarding Housing (non local articles)  
a. Colorado Newsline: Colorado awards affordable housing, down payment grants across state  
b. City of Bouder: Launches innovative pilot program to integrate electric cars and affordable housing  
c. Colorado Sun: The six major land use bills passed by the Democrats in the legislature aimed at 
housing affordability  
d. Denver Post: Will Colorado’s new land use policies kick start housing? Experts laud changes but now 
the real work begins  
e. Fortune: America’s biggest Medicaid insurer just pledged to help build nearly $1 billion of affordable 
housing: ‘We know 80% of what drives health is non-medical’.  
 
Legislative Update  
a. 2024 i. HB 24-1237 Programs for Development of Child Care Facilities - Passed  
ii. SB 24-033 Lodging Property Tax Treatment – postponed indefinitely  
iii. HB 24-1294 Mobil Homes in Mobile Home Parks – Passed  
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iv. HB 24-1308 Effective Implementation of Affordable Housing Programs – Passed  
v. HB24-1316 Middle Income Housing Tax Credit – Passed  
vi. HB-24-1152 Accessory Dwelling Units – Passed  
vii. SB24-106 Right to Remedy Construction Defects – postponed indefinitely  
viii. HB24-1230 Protections for Real Property Owners – postponed indefinitely  
ix. SB24-174 Sustainable Affordable Housing Assistance –  
 
 
 


